%WWJW

SERMON

By Elder Amasa Lyman, Tabernacle, Sunday
Morning, October 11, 1857,
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[REFORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

The eircumstances of our meeting this morn-
ing has brought me to this place to occupy a
Portion of the time &llotted for the worship of to-
day. I cannot say as I have heard men say at
timeS, that I have thought of nothing to say, for
it ha$ besn my study and my labor since my con-
nection with the work of God in the last days to
learn what to sayin order that I might have
something whereof to speak in case that I should
be required to say anything, and I would always
wish 1o be able, through the blessing of God and
the manifestation of his Holy Spirit, to say, at
any time when it might be my duty to speak,
scmething that will be calenlated to benefit those
to whom I may speak. I know of no other bless-
ing, or glory, or wealth aceruing from our living
and our labors in the world but that which we
learn of the truth that will bless us and make us
free from the dominion and influence of error.

We talk about experience, and we have had a
great deal of experience and we are constantly in
the school of experience, but I am nclined to
think that it may be the case with uns in that
school as in other shools. We sometimes im-
prove by what we experience, adding to our store
of knowledge, and then again we may ex-
perience very considerable from which we derive
no particular benefit, like the scholar that attends
gchool, but from inattention, a failure to apply
himself properly fo his lessons and to the acquire-
ment of the knowledge that is imparted, he fails
to comprehend the truth to the extent that he
might otherwise have done and hence he is not
benefited to the extent that he might have been,
although he has been in the school.

Well, as Saints and as children of God, we are
in the school and if there is any higher purpose
connected with our being in the school, connected
with living in the world and connected with &ll
our labors in the-world and what we are suppos-
ed to here for, if there is any higher object than
the attainment of the knowledge that'will save us I
do not know it, I never have heard of anything
greater nor more glorious nor more to be esteem-
ed than our being saved. Itis simply for this
that we are beirg tanght and that we are learn-
ing; it is for this that we are required to be obe-
dient, it is for this that we are obedient.

When we have been obedient to every require-
ment, made every possible attainment that can be
made, what is our condition? We are saved
from the bondage of sin and darkness, the conse-
quences of ignorance. Well, then it will be pro-
fitable for us to think of what we experienced, to
think of the exnerience through which we have
past. [Has it been a varied scenery embracing
‘an almost countless variety of changes, and of cir-
cumstances involving a good de:ﬁ of comfort,
pleasure and happiness with a corresponding
amount of sorrow, afiliction and wretchedness?

Have we profited fromitall? When we have
supposed that the hand of chastisement was upon
us and we have been afilicted, has that affiiction
been 1o us a source of knowledge to benefit and
to perfect us in our sphere of action? We
were passing through this as a necessary school
of experience. And when we have passed
through it, has it left with us anincrease to the store
of our knowledge? Has it profited us to an ex-
tent that we have comprehended more of the
truth that influences our Father in the heavens?
And have we learned more of the prineiples which
constitute our happiness and that will be the bliss
and the glory of the saved and the sanctifiad?
Has this been the case with us, or have we done
as many others have, passed blindly through the
school of experience, passed through the suffer-
ings, endured the sorrow and experienced the
joy, the jlsasure and the happiness and still are
uuenlizhtened, still are ignorant?

I believe we may with profit to ourselves look
over our experience,and why? So long as we
have been connected with the church if we have
not been following as Saints in the path of our
own making, in yielding obebience to the require-
ments of the work of God, if we have been obe-
dient to the counsel that has been given, if we
have acted up to the calls that have been made,
if we have done these things, we have dore them
for this purpose, for our salvation, our deliver-
ance and for our improvement that it might
tend fo increase our happiness and our comfort.

Under this view of the matter shounld we to-day
really conclude that we have really been made
sufferers and that we have in reality been afflicted
and that we have really been made to participate
in some wretchedness and misery, wea cannot con-
clude that we have passed through these things
for any other purpose than that we should have
?heeu brought to a comprehension of the truth by

em,.

If it was not our misery that prompted our |

Father in his dealings towards us, that' gave
character to his operations with us, then he had
an object in view. He commenced with us to
accompl'sh his own purposes, to bring about an
increase of his own glory in our salvation. Well,
when that increase shall be accomplished, we
shall know that it was not our sorrow or our af-
fliction that he has sought, it was because he
wished our salvation that we were made to par-
take of the cup of suffering, that we should par-
take of sorrow before we could reach happiness
and bliss as a reward for it.

Well then, in whut way should we look at
what we have endured, and at what we have suf-
fored? Why simply as lessons, as admonitions
imparted to us for our benfit, for our our profit
and for our learning, and that we might increase
in knowledge and this might produce an inereuse
oi the legitimate principles of happiness, and it
was simply a conscienciousness that we were free
from sin that led us to perseverein the pursuit of
iurther bappiness by endeavoring to obtain a
more extensive knowledge of the truth. It is for

 mencement of the work of God tothe present

this then that we have endured all that we have
endured. Have we regarded this in this iight
while we have been passing through those scenes
that have marked our history from the com-

moment.

It was said of the Saints anciently that they
took joyfully the spoiling of their goods and no
doubt they did. It has probably been the case in
this dispensation that the Saints have taken joy-
fully the spoiling of their goods, but to how great
an extent have we taken patiently the spoiling of
our goods as ftrials that were calculated by our
Father in heaven ounly for our good?

We have been in the habit, in conseguence of
the feelings that pervaded our minds, of looking
at the doings of our Father in a limited light and
we have been in the habit of looking at his oper- |
ations in this way, and that whatever was re-
quired of us to-day we regarded as being the full-
negs of his purposes and of his operations with |

readily to-day with the requirements made of us,
that we had atfained all that was to be obtained. |
Well, is this so? No, he has been making re-

quirements of us continually; requirement after | of the Church designed to build a Temple, a holy | that comprehends it? It is that
requirement has been made of us, he has re-|place to the name of the most High, what is re- |hends all truth and all

prehension, between the purpose of God and its
accomplishment, then we'are settled upon a ba-
sis from which we cannot be moved, and we are
then standing upon a rock which cannot be shak-
en; and while the Spirit ¢f God is upon us, we
will not become wretched, but so long as that
Spirit can find a place in us, we cannot become
alienated from the things of God.

It was said in old times that when the Lord
commenced his work in the latter times that he
will actually accomplish it. Well now, we have
actually come upon the stage of action to take
our part when that work is about to be done, and
we are to cons'itute a portion of his agents {o ae-
complish that work. And when we have done
that which is needful for the accomplishment of
his work, then we will see the consistency of
God’s hand dealing with us.

For the last 25 years and especially when the

ing for his own glory, and when he all the time
sees this? No, never; you never see a man apos-
tatize that in the days of his apostacy ever knew
this or appreciated it. Why, if he knew this he
would not apostatize,

Apostates are found as we pass through the
country, and they will say, ‘I knew the work
to be true twenty years ago, when you, br. Lv-
man, or somebody else came through our section
of country and preached the gospel; I knew that
it was true then.’

Then why did you apostatize and leave the
church?— have you found out that it was false?

‘Well, I do_not know that I have, but it was
that ‘Mormonism’ that was preached twenty
years ago that I knew.’

Well, if you knew that which was preached
twenty years ago you would have recognized it
‘to-day, because this is the first fruit of that

kingdom of God was first esteblished it became ! which you were acquainted with, and if you had

necesszary with our Father; as with any

building, and then in the next place to have that
material in a suitable eondition to accomplish the
work with. The same as swwhen the Presidency

other |
us, and that if we should comply perfectly or| workman, to have the requisité maferial for the

have known it you would not have departed
from it. You did not know the gospel, you did

‘not understand it; you might have known or felt

‘conscious thet what some man told you was true.
' But what is the spirit of the gospel to that man
which' compre=
good, and there is no

ttq[;tired us to accomplish a work to-day and some- | quisite? In the first placeitis requisite to pre- | truth, neither is there any good outside of it, and

ing else the next day, and each sueceeding day | pare for a foundation, and then in the next place |there

fromn the beginning to the present time hasbronght |

the material to lay that foundation is required,

1s conzequently no chance for the individual

that views the gospel of Jesus Christ in this

some change in his requirements. He has re-|and the Temple commences 1o be builf, and as|light to adopt those kind of conclusions that lead

quired us to travel in one direction, for instance,
to-day, and then the accomplishinent of the same
work which he has to do requires us to take a,
directly opposite course to what we were pursu- |
ing. Well then, if taking up one course to-duy |
and another to-morrow seems to be undoing the |

the material is prepared the work of the building
goes on, and the material is adjusted in the foun-
dation of that Temple accordingto the plun of
the Architect. Well, so with our Father, to ac-
complish his work in the'last days, his first move
was to find men that would engage in it, and then

‘men away from the truth, and that cause them
to apostatize.

| If we realize this, then we are secure, and wa
| are prepared for any contingancy that may arise,

‘and if God does not build up his kingdom with

‘us and with the people that are gathered togeth-

work of yesterday, and to be diametrically|tosend men forth to attract the attention of oth- ‘er to the place that he has appointed, there is bug

opposed to the work of yesterday, can we recog- |
nize the hand of God in it? If we have recog-|
nized his hand in these things we have had af
profitable experience by them. |

But says one, ‘how can it be that God should
require one thing to-day and then something else
to-morrow? ‘We thought he was 2 straight for-
ward dealing individual, that there was no varia-
bleness nor shadow of turning in him.? Well,
this is the character of him, but perhaps we have |
been in difficulty
hand of God, and could not recognize the bless-
ing in the present apparent suffering. We could
not recognize the hand of God as on yesterday
when we thought we were in belter circum-
stances than we are to-day. Where is the djffi-|
culty? TItis simply that we have not recognized
the hand of God so clearly as in the day that we
have considered to be more rich with blessings
and prosperity, and whatis the reason? ‘Why,
says one, ‘we could nol see the design of these
things.? Well, if we could not see their ultimate
design, thers must have been a reason why we|
could not see, and we will consider that there was
a purpose in this as well as in the Lord sending
the gospel which has reached our ears.

Suppose that we should have known that it

ers, of those who would give heed to it.

Lhis called forth the preaching of the gospel as
it was first sounded ip our ears. Did we under-
stand anything of the work of God in the last

days? Ispeak from ‘my own experience, and |

answer no. We believed the truth as it was first
announeed to us, but not in all its extent nor of
what 1t really amounted to, but what develop-
ments it would show we wers ignorant of. But
still being aftrazcted by the sound that brought

and could not recognize the| with it the Holy Spirit, we followed it, and what | th

has been the result? We are here 1o-day, we
have passed through all the variad scenes that
have filled up the history of this people, we have
been aspociated with all the changes and vicissi-
tudes that fill up the work of God for the last
25 years, and we are here to-day, and our experi-
ence is what we have passed through in that
lenzth of time.

And how have we profited by it? Is the great
superstructure of the Kingdom of God built
up? Is the organization of the Saints complete?
Are they perfect? No; then what has been do-
ing? Why, the people have been receiving in-
struction, they have: been taught from year to
year, lesson after lesson has been given, ene field
of experience has followed upon the track of an-

| ene reason why he does not do if, and that is,
(they do not understand enovgh vt the principles
‘of salvation, therefore his kingdom cannot be
' built up entirely and completely.

Now the fact of a man’s being gathered to-
‘gether in the church and with the Saints does not
‘constitute him saved in the kingdom when the
' kingdom shall triumph, for men will apostatize_
‘and go away from the eharch until they know
' that it is worth everything else, that it is every-
Ning that is good, and that it is all that can be-
stow permanent happiness upon man. Until thev
understand this they are in danger, because there
are agencies in the world, throughout the world,
and a train of corrapt infinences that are in lively
exercise among men, and that have gained power
|in consequence of the ignoranece of mankind, co
' that untii there is so much of the knowledge of
%the troth within the people that eonstitute the
' Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as
' will sustain them, till there is no disposition to
ook after anything else, until they consider noth-
ling outside of the kingdom of any wvalue, they
' will be in danger of stepping aside and doing
| wrong.

| Whatis it that will save us? Why, simply
 knowing that the truth is so broad that it fills the

was his purpose to bring us to this place, why ' other; we have been practising upon those things | infinitude of space, and embraces 2ll true happi-

we never could have believed that we were fol- | revealed through the priesthood npon the earth, |ness,

lowing his counsel when we were traveling to
every other place, for in our journeyings we trav-
eled towards almost every other place befors we
came here, and in fact every other place that we
have visited we visited before we came here, and
still we were following the purposes of God every
time and in all those windings, Well, if we
could not know it then it will be good to know
it now, to discover it and to look at it in a way
and to an extert that will profit us. It will be
well to look at the true posiiion we have been in,
now that we understand that all the scenes that |
we have passed through bave been for the accom-
plishment of his purposes,

If we did not understand his purpose at the
beginning we must at some time comprehend it, |
or we never can see his hand in if, we never can |
be blest with that freedom from ignorance, from |
error and from darkuess, but the chains that have
hitherto held us in error and in bondage will con-
tinue to hold us until we reach that point. Then
to see and to comprehend by the light that dwells
within us that God is with us, and that he is!
round ebout us, and that he is fulfilling his pur-
poses ali the time, however varied our circum-
stances may be, however they may chanea rom
time to vime; if we can but know that God is in
it, what will be the result? Why, contentment |
that will be unbroken; it will be a feast to our!
souls; it will be the banquet of happiness for our
minds to feast upon, and then however difficult
our circumstances may be considered we shall
have an inward joy, a peace, a satisfaction and
resignation te the will of our Father that we
could not have while we were bound down by
the chains of igncrance and error.

Well, is there anything that we should know?
Yes, if we would be happy we should know
that if the clouds of adversity lower around us,
if there are indications of a storm continuaily |
threatening us, then if we have not assurance and
a knowledge of the truth that will enable us to
look through the clonds that have thickened
around us to the triumph of the cause that we

are engaged in, the scenery will become discounr- | P

aging to us. and counsequently  we will become
unhappy. The consequence will be that we shall
be fearful, and it will be that fear that produces
unpleasant feelings and which is the resuit of ig-
norance; it 1s required of us not so much to
read and comprehend the future which is not re-
vealed, but like the schoolboy that is rapidly
passing over lessons given by his preceptor, and
who glances over them without seeing their im-
portance, but simply commits the words to mem-
ory and passes rapidly along to something else,
we should read and learn these lessons in our
experience, aud let us in all these windinzs see
thakthere is an importance attached to every les-
sou of experience through which we are calied to |
pass.

Then if we can see the hand of .God in all these
changes and trials, and if we can see to the ex-
tent that the relationship is perfect in our com-

i

and following this priesthood it has brought us to
these limes and to this place. Wall, it has done
how much of the work of God? How much of
the foundation is laid? How much of the Tem-
ple is buiil? |

Whr, you can go outhere and see the Temple
that is veing built on this ground, and you can see
how much. Justas much has been bnilt as there
has neen material brought on to the ground and
adjusted in its place according to the design of the
Architect,
the building of the Temple? No, hera hesbeena
canal built, and there has been rock quarried and
laid on the way in almost every place from here
o Big Cottonweol Kanyon, but is the Temple
built? = No, but just so much as is adjusted there
to-day tclls us thatso far the Temple is built.—
Will it be any different when the topstone is laid?
Will it make any difference with the parts that
are already adjusted? - No, they will stil maian-
tain the position that was assigned them, but that
was not given them until they were every whit
prepared according fo the slan of the architeet,
to tale their place in the bunilding.

Well, look at our place as Saints of the Most
Hich God, what is there developed in relation to
the building of it? The gospel has been preach-
ed, perhaps to every nation uuder heaven, or they
have heard the sound borne by our cwn report,
either in Zion or in the nations abroad; but what

has been done? . Why the people of the Saints|

have been wandering from State to Stale, from
country to country, unsettled, having no abiding
place, no permanent home,

Was it necessary for us to wade throngh all
these scenes? Yes, it was necessary that we
should move and remove, until we gained the
place we now occupy. It is necessary, before the
kingdom of God can be built up in strength and
in power, to stand for ever, that there should be
developed in the people a sufficiency of theknow-
ledge of salvation to hold them to the truth, just
as firmlv and as steadfastly as these rocks are
held to their place in the foundation of the Tem~
le, so that there will be no disposition to apos-
tatize. And the pecple must be possessed of cap-
acity, like the rock in the building; they must be
possessed of strength to bear the weight upon
them in the superstructure.

This is the work that has been going on, and
we have to learn, experience and appreciate this,
and until we do, we only learn as the brute beasts,
who may experience, but know no reason.

The Lord has been leading us for our profit
and for our learning; he has been leeding us in
a course of experience, and we will be continu-
ally subject to changes and vicissitudes until our
expenience becomes Sufficiently fruitful in know-
ledge that we will be bound to the work of God.
‘How,? says one? Why, by a knowledge of the
truth; and when we know the truth in relation
to the work of God, will we cherish a desire to
depart from it? Does a man ever apostatize when
be knows the work is true, and that God is work-

Is this ail that has been dope towards |

glory, iramortality and eternal life—all that
'man will possess when he is associated with the
‘redeemed and sanctified. :

When we have this understanding and these
views of the subject, will we ever go away from
| the truth? 1 say no, we wiil not. What will
| we go away for? There is no money to ba made,
‘there is no blessing to be obtained, there is no
(power or riches that can be gained or acquired,
or that can be hoped for; there is nothing out-
side of 'the truth.

Does 2 man get away from the truth by apos-
‘tacy? NNo, he simply revels in the darkness, with
‘truth all around him; the truth pervades the
' whole country where he may dwell and where
' he may travel; he cannot get outside of it. Then
| what hes he done? He has elosed his eyes and
~said, ‘1 will not see,” and by doing so, what has
‘he effected? He has only run around the circle
of truth until he is worn out ana comes back and
finds that the truth is still there. When he opens
| his eyes there'is the truth, God is there, his in-
fluences are there, his Spirit is there, his work is
there, and he finds that he is not gone away from
(od, nei'her is he gone away from the truth, but
‘he has simply closed his eyes and refused to see
:{hat light and truth which were presented to

1im.

What has he got to do? He has got to take up

the truth where he thonght he had left it, be obe-
 dient to its requirements, live to it and put it on
like a garment; he has pot to shake off the shac-
kles of darkness and emergs into the light and
liberty that the gospel brings.

‘Well,’ says one, ‘where?” Why, in that very
place where a long time azo you closed your
eyes against the light and the truth. You may
apostatize, go away and stay as long as yon
please, but you must get a good deal of money
or you will not have enough to get through with.
I have never seen an individual that could get
enough that would last him through.

Men may go round the world and they can-
not get away from the truth; it is simply because
we do not understand the gospel as a system of
truth that we are subject to doubts and fears. If
we did understand it 1n that lichf, we would not
be carried away, for the best of all reasons, that
we would not have any inclination to go away
from the truth. If we love it, do you think we
will apostatize or become alienated from it? No,
never.

Do yon see what is requisite to learn, to pre-
pare for those dangers to which we are liable?
Why, it is simply to comprehend the truth, and
when we do this, what will we see? We wil
sea that God has a hand in all things, that hed: «
signs to build up his work and to establish it with
us, but not until there is a sufficiency of the
light and manifestations of the Spirit of truth in
us that we could not be separated from it,

All this scenery that we have been passing
through has been prenaring us, jast as the labos~
er, in faking the rock from the mountain, hrg
biﬁaupsepat ing 1t for its proper plecs in the House
of Gaod.




Well, what is necessary next? Why you
know the stonemasen, when he commenced on
the rough ashlar that was in the quarry, he com-
menced with heavy tools and when he had knock-
ed off some of the rough corners and smoothed
down the exterior appearance of the stone, he
then used lighter tools and continued to use light-
er still until the piece under his hand was prepared
and polished and fit for its place.

Well, what will we have to be when we are
as smooth as some of the nicely polished pieces
of stone that will be in the House of God?

We will have to do a great deal more in ‘Mor-
monism’ than to join the Church and make a
journey of some ten thousand miles. Men have
been journeying all the time, but very few have
journeyed so as to be saved in the kingdom of
God and what is the reason? Why, in their trav-
eling there has been something that has been ne-
glected. Well, if nothing has been neglected with
us and we are to be removed no more, but to be-
come abiding fixtures in the kingdom of God,
why, then, we can see that it has been necessary
that every evil should be drawn out, and that the
Spirit of truth in every part of our organization
ghould become a living pulse that should vibrate
and reach every individual action and that should
purify every individoal thought and that the
fountain of life and thought within us might be-
come well purified by its sacred and life-giving
influence, that it might purge out from us all that
unhallowed leven withinus and round about us
and in which we find ourselves involved as we
pass through the journey of life.

We get angry, we get out of humeor, ‘out of
gorts,” as the printers term it, hence we do not
have that equanimity of thought which it is de-
sirable that we should possess. Our passions
rule us and we do not rule them; the passions,
the feelings that may be within us overcome us
and we say we did not think anything about it,
We do not think that we are to control ourselves,
that this is our business upon the earth, that we
came here to learn our Father and the principles
which influence him, to learn how he has put an
power and how he has surrounded himself with
glory and strength, come off victorious and never
become subject to évil.

Well, are we l#arning it when our passions are
running away with us like a wild, unftrained
team with the carriage that they are atfached to?
*Why,’ says one, ‘we shall do as the Spirit dictates
us.” There i3 ajsaying that I have read some-
where that says, ‘the spirit of the prophet should
ps subject to the prophet,’ bence I infer thatl
should not always prephecy because the spirit of
prophecy is in me, for the testimony of Jesus 1s
the spirit of prophecy, which we should have all
the time, but although we should have the spirit
all the time, we should only use it when it would
be prudent and profitable to do so. It is so with
all our conduet in life, it is o with all those du-
ties that fill up our time and that occupy our at-
tention in the domestie eircle, for there is where
we should begin to build up the kingdom of God
—-first in ourselves, then with our wives, next
with our ehildren and then all build up the King-
dom of God together. :

Well, but we have been told that this was our
gectarian traditions to think of building up the
kingdom of Ged in our hearts, but I want to tell
you, not because you have not heard it before,
but because it is a thing that you have been told
azain and again, and what is that? 'To live your
relizion, and to live your religion is fo have every

rinciple pertaining fo the building up of the
Eiugdnm of God, to its perpetuity and perfection,
developed in you, and what will be tne resuli?
Why, then, when you are adjusted in the Temple
of God and assigned your position, vou will not
run away,
piilar here.

What is a pillar? It is a fixtere; you know
they are put in a building to remain there while
the building stands. If the building is designed
to be an eternal place, a dweiling piace for God,
then they are to reinain there for ever.

You want to live so that your minds wili be
filled with His Spirit, and to do this you need not
take a mission {o the sun, to the moon nor 1o the
stars to find out their distances or how much they
weigh; but are you acquainted with your homes?
You answer, ‘ves.” Well, then, do right at home,
do not do wrong, do mot quarrel at home, do not
stir up disanion, do not, 1n a word, do anything
to bring about a pandemonium instead of & para-
dise, but do that which bringe peace, that which
produces the spirit of peace and of heavem.

Bat where division of sentiment, diversity of
feeling and discord exists, the principles of heaven
are not there, the principles of peace are not there.
Study these principles and for what purpose?
Why, that it may stir up the Spirit of peace with-
in you, that the spiriljof peace may be, not a cas-
ual visitor, but a constant attendant, that he ma
take up his abode with you, and when an individ-
ual takes up his ebode with you, then you do not
consider him a transient visitor, but there is his
home, there i3 where he lodges, wihere he stays,
where he impartis blessings, if he is 2 minister of
blessings, where he impurts good, if he has any
good to impart. And if you open a door that
this Spirit will take up his abede with you, then
that fountain which will be opened up will be-
come very plenteous in its supplies; it will be-
core so to you because you welcome the Holy
Spirit there and yon study to culiivate within
you such a feeling that the Spirit will love to tarry
with you day by day, and its book of instructions
will be opened to you #o that each succeeding
day will give you en inecrease ef knowledge, and
you will find yourselves o comprehend one degree
of lizht and knowledge after another, wntil your
whole soul will be ewallowed up in your love for
the truth; yeur affections will be bound up in the
truth, for which you will be willing to sacrifice all,
and you will threw away &ll the old fogyism that
was around you, and if you have am.eﬁ as if you
thought the world was vours, then you will think
that it is your Father’s and that he only lent it.
You will acknowledge his ownership fo it and

but you will remain and become as a

you will give yourself {o him and to his cause
continually.

-What will this prepare you for? For any con-
tingency that may arise, and you will be content-

ed in the storm and confident of what the result}

will be. If the storm clouds lower around you,

ou will be comforted by the sunshine of the
Spirit of God, and however dark the clouds that
may lower around, you will find that Spirit to be
your companion, yeu will see the sunshine that
opens to you the prospect of happiness, of glory
and of eternal life when the clouds shall pass
away. |

Why will this be the case? Because you have
prepared yourselves that the Spirit might bein

you, having cultivated it all through your lives. |

Then you have a devotion [to "the truth and the
Spirit of truth will tarry with you and by and
bye you will become fully devoted to the truth;
your affections will become pure and holy and
then when you are purified and made holy, you
will not depart from the truth nor go into dark-
ness and apostacy, because the sun light of truth
is within you.

This is what I want you to learn, and why?
Because the days, the times that are around us
require that we should be firm in our purpose,
and not only that we should put up our hands, or
raise our voices to high heaven to sustain the
kingdom, but that we should be prepared with
every feeling that is within us to devote our-
selves to the truth, knowing that it is all in all
and that there is nothing outside of it that is worth
possessing. j

Knowing this, then, let us be devoted to the
truth, not blindly, but because the affections that
are within us are chained by a knowledge of its
excellency above everything that can be possess-
ed, above every good that can be attained, and then
we will be secure. | -

Brethren and sisters, if we will cultivate this
principle and seek to subject ourselves to the
truth, all things are right around us. ‘There can
be nothing wrong to the man who is swallowed
up in the truth, whose whole affeclions are swal-
lowed up in the beanty and excelleucy of that
truth which he has learned. There is no feeling
in him to apostatize, there is no room for such a
feeling and consequently he will not apostatize.

Such a man would not apostatize al seeing the
little plans our enemies are forming for our de-
struction. But when we have endured all the
sufferings that our enemies can bring upon us, let
us so live that we may come from the batile field
unscathed, unharmed and be victorious, then we
shall find that the least of the foes over which we
have {riumphed will be the enemies outside.

If we can triumph over our feelings, our affec- |

tions, so that our whole souls can become subject
to the principles of heaven, then we shall easily
conquer the other foes. These are the things to
be conquered, and when these are conquered, the
others are at our feet.

What is confinually declared to us through the
meuth of the Presidency cf the Church? All
will be rightif we do right. Well, now, how
can you neglect these things and do right? You
cannot, but if we do 1right, what does it do? It
saves our backs from the rod. it secures to us the
protection of our Iather, and if we fail fo do
right, he will do with us as he has been doing.—
He has led us through all the meanderings of our
course; his hand has been over us all the time,
and what has been his design? It has been his
design to develop a people to do his own work, to
move them until they should find the place where
his kingdom should be built up in strength and in
power. | '

Well,.cannot we see itisidle for us to gather
around us hopes that we canbe saved and redeem-
ed, or that God will redeem and save us any
farther than the principles of irath are developed
within us? If we do see it, it leaves hops to us
and an inducement to live betier, and if there are
lesser sins that find place and that still exist in
the more narrow cireles of our life, let the werk
of purification go on until there shall notbe a
faulifinaing wife nor a husband that shall exact
anythicg toat is not right in the cirele of his
home,

When this isthe case, where will wickedness
find a place to be nestled and nourished? Wihere
there is 1o evil in the heart, there is no evil com-
mitied. Let us strive for this wilh all our energies,
and let us take the word with us to our homes, for
the way is for us to take this home to ourselves;
let this be the case in every homeand the work
is begun.

Erethren and sisters, may God bless you wilh
wisdom, faith, prudence, humility and every grace
that is necessary to strengthen you, that you may
take hold of this work and carry it home with
you. The most of it is to be done at home, where
you wash dizhes and attend to the duties of domes-
tic life; this is. the sanetuary that is to be made
pure and holy.

And that every thing may go on rizht, that
God may help yon to purifly yourselves and to
raaﬂ;h this point, thisconsummation, is my praver:
—Amen.




